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A NOTE FROM PERENNIALS DIRECTOR SANDY HAY

Perennial Players strives to create opportunities for older actors to
continue to be active by performing. Building connections and
community helps people combat loneliness and isolation as they age.
| have been directing our One Act selections as well as two Reader’s
Theater groups at The Hampshire and the Senior Center. If anyone
wants to be on stage, | will find a way to help them make that desire
happen. We offer support for any kind of physical or mental challenge
because we cannot allow our elders to lapse into isolation because of
any kind of limitation they may be dealing with. | saw that happen
with my own mother, and | want to create spaces and opportunities to
make sure everyone can have a chance to connect with others and
enjoy life.

Tonight, you will see four one-act plays that will highlight the lighter
side of love and friendship.

“Love Connection dot com” finds two people seeking love via the
internet with the somewhat dubious help from their friends. What
they discover proves that sometimes traditional methods are the
best. This will be performed as a ‘staged reading’ where actors refer
to scripts as they move about the stage.

In “The Pie Ladies”, a group of friends love to get together to bake pies
for the annual church dinner. This year, they decide they need to find
a way to deal with the changing times with a rather unconventional
solution.

In “Dangerous Games”, a group of friends get together for the weekly
game night, but they are tired of the same old game, until one of them
suggests a new game that leads to some rather embarrassing antics.
This will be done as a Reader’s Theater where actors remain in their
place and read from scripts.

Sometimes it is hard to find love when you are older. In “Romance:
Senior Style: The Singles Cruise”, three women end up trying to land
the same man, but discover that friendship is more important.



CAST AND CREW
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LOVE CONNECTION DOT COM BY DICK MEREDITH
BEA ..o Wendy Carpenter
EMILY. oot Jess Flores
CHUCK ...t Tim Carpenter
HANK oo, Kristopher Unger
PAT...ooeeeeceeeeeeeee e C. Alan Bettis
PIE LADIES BY SHERRY PIROS
KITTY oo Cambria Browne
LUCILLE. ..o, Carmen Belmontes
GLADYS...oiiei e Darcy Day
DULCIE.....ccoieeeieeeeeeeiieeenne Hannah Maulden
NADINE.....ccccovirieininirenaenne Rachel Hadley
VELDA. ..ot Wendy Carpenter
PASTOR MAXWELL............. Phil Buckle
IRENE....oiieieeeeeecees Anita Parra
SETH e, Tim Carpenter
DANGEROUS GAMES BY PAMELA LOYD
AMANDA......coeeeeeeees Anita Parra
BARBARA. ... Rachel Hadley
CARMINE......ccccereerrenneen. Phil Buckle
DEXTER...coieiieeeeiieeeee Tim Carpenter
EADMOND.....cccceeveeiiniecenne Jared McCreary
SUSAN...ccctieeteeeerte e Hannah Maulden
RON..coieeeeeeeecee e C. Alan Bettis
TARA. ..ot Cambria Browne
ROMANCE SENIOR STYLE: SINGLES CRUISE BY SHERRY CHURCH HILL
JANE WESTON........cccuveee Jess Flores
DOTTIE TAYLOR................. Carmen Belmontes
JASMINE ELLIS.................. Anita Parra
RICHARD.....ccccccevveevveenee. Davin Soehnen
WAITER. ..ot Kristopher Unger
THE WOMAN.....cccovirenne Wendy Carpenter

Director- Sandra Hay
Stage manager- Naomi Parra
Lighting- Emily McSwain, GB Blackmon Ill
Sound- Mike Humphrey
Stage Crew- Madison Carpenter, Rose Munoz, Victoria Villarreal
Playbill and Poster- Emily McSwain
Publicity Photos- Shawn Overton
Videographer- Joe Brown
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I hardly know where to begin in thanking everyone who helped us bring this show to life.

First, to my cast—thank you for sticking it out through all the challenges and trusting
me to sort everything out. To my amazing stage manager, Naomi, for stepping in to help
with everything and keeping me from going completely stir-crazy. Most especially, |
thank my husband, my daughter, and my sister for listening to my anxious venting
sessions and always offering me calm and steady energy.

To the Playhouse Board: Debbie, for creating our show posters and being such a rock;
Brooke, for donating our fantastic cast shirts; and Sam and Stacie, for their support,
encouragement, and continued dedication to Playhouse—we wish them all the best
moving forward.

To Emily McSwain, for running tech, designing the Perennial Players logo, and creating
a beautiful brand kit of fonts and colors for me to use. Your unwavering support for the
Perennials truly warms my heart. To Justin Hicks, for working at breakneck speed to get
our website and ticketing system up and running.

To Lauren and Chad from Merced College, who came through on short notice to
complete our set pieces—you two are awesome! To Colton Dennis and the MAC, for
providing a steady hand and ensuring | had all the support | needed to secure a venue
and finalize insurance. Colton, along with Rob Hypes and the Phoenix Creative
Collective, deserves my gratitude for assuring me that my program will always have a
home.

| want to add thanks to Bonnie Vorenberg at the Senior Theater Resource Center, where |
get most of my scripts, and who listened to the whole sordid story and helped me pivot
quickly to re-secure my rights. She is always there when | need advice.

To Heidi Pedrozo and G.B. Blackmon, thank you for pointing me toward Merced High
School, and to Principal Marcus Knott and theater teacher Christine Bubenchik, thank
you for welcoming us into this wonderful space.

To my circle of cheerleaders—Mikee-D, Rhonda Batson, and Debbie Bennett—what can |
say? You powerful women bring me joy with your love and encouragement.

Finally, | must thank the Merced arts community. When | had to pivot on short notice
with very little time to figure things out, | received help from every performing arts
group in town—from Merced Shakespearefest to Accessible Arts, to high school drama
departments, and to nearly everyone who has ever performed at Playhouse—or
anywhere else in Merced! Beyond the arts community, the community as a whole
stepped in with suggestions, places to promote the show, and words of encouragement.

I truly, deeply love Merced!



CAST AND CREW BIOS
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Cambria Brown

Cambria Browne has spent over 15 years in education, both in academics
and in the arts. You may have seen her running around downtown doing
whatever people tell her to do. After being a longtime supporter of the
theater community in Merced, she is finally making her theatrical debut in
One Acts: Love & Friendship.

Jared McCreary

Jared McCreary has been a formal Mercedian for 3 years, although he has
been a frequent visitor since his mother moved here in 2010. He is making
his first return to the stage after roughly 17 years. His previous roles include
Harvey Johnson (Bye Bye Birdie) and Thor (The Nerd) at La Sierra High
School in Riverside, and as Kitchkinet, Nutiket, and Storyteller with the
Order of the Arrow Ceremonial Team and Camp Emerson Scout Camp. He'd
like to dedicate his performance to his grandmother, Shirley Tanzola,
founder of Albuquerque Senior Theater.

Hannah Maulden

Hannah Maulden hates writing bios as she never knows what to say. None of
her personal qualities or circumstances are interesting enough to note, and
she prefers to spend most of her time at home knitting, reading, and/or
weeping in existential dread.

Darci Day
Darci is super excited to be back onstage with the Perennial Players.

Phil Buckle

Phil Buckle is a retired 2nd-grade teacher (Farmdale El. Merced). Previously,
he served as music minister at THE HOPE in Atwater, where he has led the
men’s ministry. In Atwater, he met his lovely wife Toni, and became the
father of Gabrielle. Phil has appeared at Playhouse Merced as Patchy the
Pirate (Sponge Bob), Gus the Theatre Cat (Cats), and Santa (ELF). Phil’'s next
appearance will be as Bob Cratchit (A Christmas Carol) at the Gallo
Thanksgiving weekend. Phil hopes you enjoy the show.

Carmen Belmontes

Carmen has performed in Miss You Hell (Mo), Real Women Have Curves
(Carmen), Calendar Girls (Ruth), a Murder Mystery as Marge Simpson, and
many Christmas perennial plays. A 1st-grade teacher for 26 years, and her
most treasured role is being a proud abuela of two grandchildren. She
thanks her family, coworkers, and friends for their support. And to anyone
wondering, yes, love can be found on a cruise!!



CAST AND CREW BIOS
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Naomi Parra

Naomi is beyond ecstatic to work with The Perennial Players again! She has
been a part of the theater community for almost three years now, making
her debut in April 2023 as a stage hand for Calendar Girls, and in the near
future (November 2025) as stage manager for Hamlet. In her free time, you
can see her volunteering for the Merced SPCA, the Central Valley Pride
Center, or just downtown drinking coffee from Coffee Bandits. She’s
overjoyed to be working with her mom, Anita Parra, in a production again,
and she hopes the audience loves watching what they’ve created!

Jess Flores

Jess is excited for her first time experience in theater and stage acting, two
things she has always taken an interest in from afar. Jess tends to be an
introvert and somewhat socially awkward, so she decided to audition for
Perennial Players as a way to step outside of her comfort zone, pushing
herself to socialize more and interact with like-minded people. Jess fondly
recalls attending a play adaptation of Charlotte's Web many years ago at
Playhouse Merced and is now thoroughly enjoying being the one on stage.
She has received a warm welcome and hopes to continue involvement with
the Merced theatre community in the future, whether it be on stage or
behind the scenes!

Anita Parra

Anita has played Celia in Calendar Girls, Ensemble in Romeo and Juliet,
Millie and Charo in Perennial Players' One-Acts Murder Mystery, The Sexton
in a Shakespeare in the Park production, & often volunteers her time helping
with other shows. She’s grateful to the endless hours of work that Sandy
puts in with the perennial players here at the playhouse and ecstatic when it
includes being able to work with her daughter, Naomi Parra, again, who is
currently stage manager for this show. She also adds that she hopes
everyone enjoys the show! Thank you for coming

Kristopher Unger

Kris is making his dramatic return to the stage after a brief 40-year hiatus.
His last performance was in high school, where he also played an old man -
and needed lots of gray hair spray. This time around — no spray required!
Recently retired from a career as a tech consultant, Kris was inspired to dust
off his acting chops by his wife and 3 kids, who are each trying something
new and “scary” this year: wife Susana writing a book, Matias joining science
& robotic clubs, Lucas serving as drum major & playing volleyball, and
especially Cece, who performed in her very first musical this summer. Also, a
shout-out to my dad, who planted the drama bug in me long ago.
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Tim Carpenter

Timothy Michael Carpenter grew up in Merced after spending his early years
as a military brat moving all across the country. As a teenager, he performed
on an award-winning local drama team, but it wasn’t until recently that he
was happily dragged back into community theater by his wife. When he
made his adult stage debut with the Playhouse in Midnight Rider and Home
for the Holidays (2023). In this production, he returns as reporter Seth
Garrison in The Pie Ladies, once again sharing the spotlight with his wife.

Wendy Carpenter

Wendy Carpenter is an artist who enjoys working in a variety of mediums,
and her creativity often inspires her three kids to believe she can create—or
fix—anything they can dream up, which she proudly considers her very best
craft projects. She has appeared in several Playhouse productions, including
It’s a Wonderful Life (2018), Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
(2019), Holiday One Acts (2022), and Calendar Girls (2023). Most recently,
she played Miriam in Who Shot Fred and Brenda in The Day They Kidnapped
Blanche. In her current production, she takes on the roles of Bea in Love
Connection and Velda in The Pie Ladies, sharing the stage with her husband,
who plays reporter Seth Garrison.

Rachel Hadley

This is Rachel’s first time participating in any role in any theatrical
production, and she is delighted to be so warmly welcomed into the group.
Everyone is fantastic to work with, and there’s lots of laughter during
rehearsals, both when we perform our parts well and when we blow it.

C. Alan Bettis

A proud native of Merced, Alan has spent more than four decades inspiring
students and audiences alike through theatre arts. His career began with
Central California Conservatory Theatre (CCCT) and Merced College, and he
went on to teach thirty years with Merced Union High School District and
another ten at Fresno Pacific University. Generations of students have
stepped onto the stage with confidence thanks to his guidance, creativity,
and passion for the craft. Alan’s directing credits include Sylvia and 1940’s
Radio Musical Murder Mystery at the Merced Center for the Performing Arts,
as well as many productions with the Merced, Atwater, and Buhach Colony
high schools. He recently choreographed Hadestown, Jr. for Golden Valley
High School. Each holiday season, he delights audiences as Drosselmeyer in
Merced Civic Ballet’s The Nutcracker, a role he has made a community
tradition. He believes theatre is not only an art form, but a vital life skill that
builds empathy, discipline, and the courage to share one’s voice.



Readers Theater
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Do you have an organization that would like to
have some holiday entertainment at a meeting or
luncheon?

Are you hosting a dinner party and would like to
have something new and different to entertain
your guests.

You can have us come FOR FREE (or a donation)
to perform at your event.

Contact us today!
209-777-2047
shay72359@gmail.com



